IOWA’S
IMMUNIZATION
LAW

This brochure outlines the minimum
immunization requirements for a child to
attend licensed child care and school in
lowa. Thesa requirements are based on

the recommendations from the Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices
(ACIP) and are minimum requirements to
maintain a healthy child in group settings.
lowa'’s immunization requirements apply to
ALL individuals attending licensed child care
centers and schools in lowa, including those
who are home schooled.

PROOF OF IMMUNIZATION

CERTIFICATE OF IMMUNIZATION

A Cerlificate of Immunization must be given to

the licensed child care center or:school the child will
attend, To be valid, the Cedtificata of Immunizatien must
include the name and birth date of the child, the dates
required vaccines wera received and must be signed by
a physician (MD or DO), physician's assistanl. nurse or
cerlified medical assistant

PROVISIONAL CERTIFICATE

OF IMMUNIZATION

Acchilawho has begun, but not completed, the required
immunizations for their age may receive a Provisional
Cerlificate of Immunization so they may altend licensed
child care or school while they finish their required
vaccinations To be eligible for provisional eproliment
the child must receive at Ieast one dose of each of

the required vaccines for their age The nexi dose of
required vaccine shotiid be given as soon as possible
bul no lopgar than bl days fromthe previous dosa(s)

If at the end of 80 days. the child has not received the
naxt required dese(s) of vaceine, the child cannot attend
licensed child care or schoot

The Provisional Cetlificate of Immunization must be
submitted to the licensed child cara center ar school
the chilid attends while completing the required
Immunzations. After the child has received all the
required iImmunizatians, a Certificala of Immunization
must be submitted to-the licensad care center or
school Students transfarring from ane U.S. school fo
another are eligible for provisional enroliment

for GO days (o allow their immunization records

to be transferred from the previous school

MEDICAL EXEMPTION

A medical exemption may be granted if a heallh

care provider belisves immunization(s) wauld be
harmfu! to the child or a member of the child's
hatsehold To be valid, the Certificate of Immunization
Exemption must be completed and signed Dy a
physician (MD or. BO), physician's assistant of nurse
practiioper. The Certificate of Immunization' Exemption
must be submitted to the licensed child care canter
or:school the childattends

RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION

A religious exemphion may be granted if immungzations
conflict with a religious beliefand s notl based/'on
scietific, medical or'personzl opmien, To'ba valid

the Certificate of Immunization Examption must be
completed with the pame and birth date of the child and
signad by the individual or the-child's parent or guardian
and must be notarized The Certificate of Immunization
Exemption must be submitted (o the licensed chlldcars
center or schaol the child attends

ENFORCEMENT

Students whio do not provids a Certificate of
Immunization, Provisional Certificate ol immunization
or Certificate of Immunization Exemplion to the
licansed child care canter or school on the first day of
school cannot attend




REQUIRED IMMUNIZATIONS
ELEMENTARY/SECONDARY SCHOOL

Diphtheria/Tetanus/Pertussis

5 doses with 1 dosa recelved = 4 years of age if born after
Sept. 15, 2003; OR

4 doses with 1 dose received = 4 years of age If bom after
Sept. 15, 2000 but on or before Sept. 15, 2003; OR

3 doses with 1 dose received = 4 years of age if born on or
hefore Sept. 15, 2000; AND

1 dose of tefanus/diphtheria/acellular pertussis - containing
(Tdap) vaccine for applicants born after Sept. 15, 2000,
upon entrance into 7th grade and above

Polio

4 doses with 1 dose received = 4 years of age if born
after Sept. 15, 2003; OR

3 doses with 1 dose received > 4 years of age if born
on or before Sept. 15, 2003

Measles/Rubelia

2 doses with the first dose received > 12 months of age;
second dose no less than 28 days after the first dose

Hepatitis B

3 doses

Varicella

2 doses received = 12 months of age if born after
Sept. 15, 2003; OR

1 dose received = 12 months of age if bom on or after Sept.
15, 1997, but born on or before Sept. 15, 2003; OR

A reliable history of natural disease

'Meningococeal

1 dose received on or after 10 years of age for applicants in
Tth grade and above, if born after September 15, 2004;
AND

2 doses for applicants in the 12th grade, if born after
September 15, 1999, (1 dose received on or after 16 years of
age); or 1 dose if received when the student was 16 years of
age or older.

KEY:

> = grealer lhan < = less than

VAGGINES

YOUR BEST SHOT AT PREVENTION

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

If you have questions regarding lowa's
immunization law, please call the lowa
Department of Public Health at:

1-800-831-6293

OR VISIT:

https:/fidph.iowa.gov/immtb/immunization
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Immunize for a better lifel




